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Detailed Action 

Response to Amended Claims 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1 -1 4 are rejected under 35 USC 1 02(e) 

as being anticipated by Neumann et aL, (US Patent 6735592). 

2. Regarding claim 1, Neumann teaches a technical support system comprising: 

• a service information portal section which provides web pages as 
an information input and output interfaces (Neumann, col. 14, 1.8-11, 
col. 15, I.38-40, col. 16, 1.11-15); 

• a knowledge base section which stores various claim reports and 
solutions which correspond to the claim reports and which are 
provided by engineers (Neumann, col. 5,1.66-67, col. 6, 1.1-2, col. 18, 
1. 65-67, in which electrical components in a circuit design program 
corresponds to the provided by engineers); and 
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• a claim handling section which searches said knowledge base 
section for solutions which match a claim content input to a client 
web page (Neumann, col. 16, 1.1-2, col. 18, I.7-36); 

wherein said claim handling section is configured to perform an 
ordinary search of collecting the claim reports from said knowledge 
base section based on product information , which includes at least 
a product model and a identification of a problem and which is input 
as the claim content (Neumann, col. 17, I.7-9. col. 18, 1. 30-36), and 
an extended search of (i) extracting predetermined items of claim 
definition information each in a standard term from claim details 
input as the claim content in a format substantially similar to natural 
language (Neumann, col. 16, 1. 23-45), by referring to at least one 
synonym table which converts synonymous terms having a same 
technical meaning into the standard term and (ii) then deriving a 
reduced number of solution candidates, based on a combination of 
extracted items of the claim definition information, from the claim 
reports obtained in the ordinary search (Neumann, col. 23, 1. 33-46). 

• Issuance of a new claim report to be produced using a report 
assisting module when no solution matching the claim content is 
found in the knowledge base section when the ordinary search and 
the extend search are performed (Neumann, col. 20, 1. 58-67, col. 21, 
1.1-14, Fig. 10, if local result not been satisfied, then extend to 
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network query (1012), if the local business rule allow the a network 
query, then parsed query and sent to DDN, if the DDN doesn't 
respond with a result, a message (report) is present in (1022) 
indicating that no information is available). 

3. Regarding claim 2, Neumann further discloses the technical support system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said claim handling section is configured to check a 
missing item of the product information based on the extracted items of claim 
definition information , and to fill in the missing item of the product information 
with the standard term for the corresponding item of claim definition information 
(Neumann, Table. 1, item 6, col. 13, 1.24-26). 

4. Regarding claim 3, Neumann further discloses the technical support system 
according to claim 2, wherein said claim handling section is configured to check 
an error item of the product information based on the extracted items of claim 
definition information , and requires confirmation s to whether or not the product 
information is correct, when the claim definition information is inconsistent with 
the product information (Neumann, col. 14, 1. 42-67). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Neumann further discloses the technical support system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said claim handling section is configured to check 
an error item of the product information based on the extracted items of claim 
definition information , and requires confirmation as to whether the product 
information is correct, when the claim definition information is inconsistent with 
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the product information (Neumann, col. 13, I.22, col. 19, 1. 2-3, col.27, 1.1-3) . 

6. Regarding claim 5, Neumann further discloses the technical support system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said claim handling section includes a synonym 
table which is referred to in the extended search to convert synonymous terms 
indicative of a problem, into a single standard term (Neumann, col. 18, 1.41-43, 
col.20, I.48-49, col.23, 32-46). 

7. Regarding claim 6, Neumann further discloses the technical support system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said at least one synonym table comprises a 
synonym table which is referred to in the extended search to convert synonymous 
terms indicative of a unit corresponding to a problem occurring position into a 
single standard term (Neumann, col.23, 1.34-36). 

8. Regarding claim 7, Neumann further discloses the technical support system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said at least one synonym table comprises a 
synonym table which is referred to in the extended search to convert 
synonymous terms indicative of a cause of a problem into a single standard term 
(Neumann, col.23, 1. 34-36). 

9. Regarding claim 8, Neumann further discloses the technical support system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said at least one synonym table comprises a 
synonym table which is referred to in the extended search shown to convert 
synonymous terms indicative of a treatment for a problem into a single standard 
term (Neumann, col.23, 1. 34-36 ). 
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10. Regarding claims 9-1 1 have similar limitations as claims 1-3. 
Therefore, Claims 9-1 1 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1-3. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 2, Neumann further discloses a technical support method 
using a knowledge base section which stores various claim reports and solutions 
which correspond to the claim reports and which are provided by engineers, said 
method comprising: 

• Performing an ordinary search by collecting claim reports 
(Neumann col. 17, 1. 7-9); 

• extracting predetermined items of claim definition 
information, each in a standard term, from claim details input as 
claim content in a format substantially similar to natural language 
by referring to at least one synonym table which converts 
synonymous terms having a same technical meaning into the 
standard term (Neumann,Table.1,item 6, col. 13, 1. 24-26, col. 17, 1.8- 
9, col.23, I.34-36); and 

• performing an extended search by deriving a reduced number of 
solution candidates, based on a combination of the extracted items 
of claim definition information, from the claim reports obtained in 
the ordinary search (Neumann, col. 12, 1.11-14, col.23, 1. 33-46). 

12. Regarding claim 13, Neumann further discloses a technical support method 
according to claim 12, further comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/002,744 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2142 



• checking a missing item of the product information based 

on the extracted items of claim definition information (Neumann, 
col. 13, I.24-26 ). and 

• filling in the missing item of the product information with 

the standard term for the corresponding item of claim definition 
information (Neumann, Table. 1, item 6 ) 
13. Regarding claim 14, Neumann further discloses the technical support method 
according to claim 12, further comprising: 

• checking for an error item of the product information based 

on the extracted items of claim definition information (Neumann, 
col. 16, I.30-40 col.23, I.34-36, ); and 

• requiring confirmation as to whether the product 
information is correct when the claim definition information is 
inconsistent with the product information (Neumann, 

col. 16, I.48-67). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 



Application/Control Number: 10/002,744 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2142 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 



published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



3/1 7/06 

KYI- 




ANDREW CALDWELL 
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